
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           NOVEMBER 6, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 25th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 420 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my life is fairly habitual in that I do the same 
things repeatedly, by habit.  While this is true of my outward 
life, it is more true of my inward life.  I tend to think the same 
thoughts over and over, to have the same feelings repeatedly.  
In addition, I am conventional: I do not deviate much from the 
norms of my societal setting and the customs and standards of 
those who raised me.  Even when I am defiant and rebellious, I 
am pushing against the values and canons of my past.  I like to 
think of myself as living autonomously, but I am realizing that 
being so is only true regarding surface things.  Inwardly, 
deeply, I am always interacting, responding, and in some way 
relating with my “history.”  You see and know me accurately, 
as my “history” does not and cannot.  Help me attend to the 
way you disclose me to myself, and in that way, bring me a life 
that supplements my history. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 20:27-38 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 251 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 564 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for November 13, 2016 
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
F.Y.I. 
 Vote on Tuesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 25th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 20:27-38) 
 Every time the word “resurrection” appears in this text it is the 
same Greek word meaning “a standing up again,” from the root “to 
stand up.” Literally, the word denotes “a resurrection from death,” 
where “death” is physical and refers to the cessation of breathing, 
and “resurrection” signifies coming back to life and breathing 
again. In the story about the one wife who marries the seven 
brothers, this literal meaning of “resurrection” is what is being 
used, and the word is referring to an event that will happen in the 
future where those who have died will return to life. The Sadducees 
do not believe in this event, and they are questioning Jesus about 
it. Figuratively, the word “resurrection” refers to “a [moral] 
recovery [of spiritual truth].” I believe the phrase “a [moral] 
recovery [of spiritual truth]” refers to when we experience, 
understand or believe something, but then that experience, 
understanding or belief dissolves or evaporates, and we then come 
to perceive more accurately, deeply or broadly than we did before 
so that the void created by the death is filled in some way. 
Mentally, emotionally and/or intellectually something dies in the 
sense of no longer being functional for us, and then it “stands up 
again” in a different or more elaborate form, and again works. The 
process of growing older and also of growing up illustrates 
figurative resurrection in this way: over time we are moved from 
one understanding of our life to another more complex and 
differentiated understanding, and then on to another, and so on 
throughout our life. 
 In the text, Jesus refers to two different groups of people, some 
who belong to “this age,” and others who are considered worthy 
of a place in “that age.” The words “this” and “that” mean the same 
in Greek and English. The word translated as “age” means “an age,” 
and implies a particular period of time rather than time in general. 
The word can also mean “the world,” in which case it would mean 
“a particular world.” 

I suggest that people who live in “this” world live in a world 
characterized by convention, in that they live according to the 
conventions of their society. For example, they “marry and are 
given in marriage.” I believe the issue here is whether they marry 

because it is the expected thing to do, or marry for different reasons 
that are more personal and meaningful for them. Is being in the 
state of marriage the point, or is the point of marriage to serve 
something beyond the state itself, like the disclosing of each 
person’s shadow. The implication of this text is that we are “dead” 
[the Greek word means “dead” literally and figuratively] if our lives 
are lived according to the conventions of the day. We often live by 
being guided by the rules of convention, and continue to do so even 
when the rules no longer connect us to the experiential life we 
actually have. People who live this way, live in “this” world, and they 
are dead. For anyone who lives in “this” world, the question the 
Sadducees asked Jesus would makes sense, since being in the state 
of marriage would be the point and the question would then be to 
whom was this woman married. 

People who live in “that” world live differently. We can say they 
live unconventionally, if we mean by that: not taking their guidance 
in living from the conventions of the day. They “neither marry nor 
are given in marriage.” People who live in “that” world would not 
marry because it was expected; they would marry because they 
valued what the relationship brought them and their partner. These 
people are like “angels,” in that they are “messengers” [the word 
angel means messenger]. To expand on this—perhaps these people 
are let in on the way God is responsive to human life and the 
assistance/guidance God offers about how to live a human life, and 
in their living these people are guided by the messages they receive 
and then share those messages with others. People who live in 
“that” world do not die any longer, that is they are not choked to 
death by convention, because they are guided in living by what God 
is causing to “stand up” and be noticed. They are “children of the 
resurrection” who live by the resurrection. 
 People who live in “this” world tend to think of “resurrection” in 
the literal sense as being something that happens in the future. That 
means that they do not think of resurrection as happening in the 
present as God guides them by making elements of their life which 
no longer work for them “stand up again” and be noticed. Living in 
this way makes the people of “this” world “dead.” However, the 
statement is made that “the dead are raised;” that is, figurative 



resurrection comes even to those who think of it literally. The word 
translated as “raised” means “to waken, i.e. rouse literally from 
sleep or death; or figuratively from obscurity, inactivity ruin and 
non-existence.” God wakes us up when we live in “this” world, 
because God is not the God of the dead but of the living, and all are 
alive to God. 
 I think the issue raised in this text is whether our life is guided 
by convention or by resurrection. What is proposed is to pay 
attention to which is true for us, and to remember that when we 
are guided by convention, God wakes us up to that being the case 
and then “raises” us. 

[Jim Robie, 11-3-16, 25th Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle C, Luke 20:27-38] 
 


